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1. Research aims: This study aimed to explore the preferences for different vocabulary learning strategies (VLS) of English-majored students at Thuy Loi University (TLU) and their reflections on the usefulness of these VLS.  
2. Research findings: Findings revealed that the most commonly used VLS by far, in general, were meta-cognitive strategies, which are related to processes such as decision-making or monitoring and evaluating progress during students’ learning process, and cognitive strategies, which help learners to acquire new words by using their existing knowledge or background knowledge to relate these new words. Among these strategies, self-evaluating word use and linking words with pictures in mind were the most frequently used. Interestingly, students preferred using high-tech methods to conduct the social-based VLS rather than direct contact. Moreover, determination strategies, especially analyzing vocabulary prefixes, roots and suffixes, were the least preferred by the participants. Besides, connecting the new words with life situations and experiences, one of the memory strategies, was perceived to be the most effective one by the group of participants in this study. By contrast, checking if the same word is used in Vietnamese, one of the determination strategies, was perceived to be the least effective way to acquire new words among English-majored students at TLU.
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